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I feel especially blessed to be called to be your interim minister. My name is   
Michael William Beynon. My last name and middle name both harken back to my 
paternal grandfather, William Beynon who died before I was born. Granddad 
Beynon was a coal miner and then, mining superintendent about a decade    
before the Hanna coal company began strip-mining the hills of southeastern 
Ohio in Harrison and Jefferson Counties, not far from Akron, Ohio. My dad was a 
high school football star in a little town called Adena, and went to The College of 
Wooster on his football playing ability. When the depression hit, my dad, Byron 
E. Beynon left Wooster and went to work in the coalmines at grad dad’s request. 
Dad then left his job, and seven days leading the mine mules out of the mine 
with coal trucks loaded. He sought out other work. He found Firestone Tire and 
Rubber, and Harvey S. Firestone and worked for Firestone for 43 years until 
medical retirement at 63. Both my parents, Lenore and Byron Beynon are buried 
in Elizabeth Stevens Brown Cemetery, Swansea, Massachusetts. I have three 
older sisters, Gene Marie, Susan and Judith Ann. Susan died in 1997 suddenly 
with a heart attack. I was ordained in 1975 while serving Deerfield Community 
(UCC) Church, Deerfield, New Hampshire. Since then, I’ve served in 12 positions, 
8 permanent parish calls, one city hospital chaplaincy, and four interim ministry 
positions, one of which was in the Presbyterian Church USA. Additionally, during 
the summer of 2006, I served in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
denomination as a supply pastor in four congregations. I was educated in public 
schools in Swansea, Massachusetts, 1956-1968, and three institutions of high 
education which granted three degrees: Associates in Electrical Engineering, 
Wentworth Institute, Boston, MA, 1970; BA in Psychology and Religion, The   
College of Wooster, Wooster, OH, 1972; Masters in Divinity, Andover Newton 
Theological School, Newton Centre, MA, 1975.            

My spouse, Rev. Norma Fessa Llewellyn, is senior chaplain at the Ecumenical 
Community in Harrisburg.  I am blessed with a blended family of two             
stepchildren, James and Tammy, one-step grand son, Joseph and one son,      
Nathaniel Ross Beynon. Our two Labrador retrievers, Michie and Zoë allow us to 
share their townhouse eighteen hundred square feet. I look forward to serving 
Trinity UCC Palmyra, and meeting and getting to know your vibrant community 
of faith. May God bless you with the Christmas and Epiphany mystery and reality 
of God’s boundless love in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

http://WWW.TRINITYPALMYRA.ORG
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J a n u a ry 2 0 0 9 
T e x t , T i t l e , & T u n e s : Special Mission Offerings:  

One Great Hour of Sharing 
March 22, 2009  

Strengthen the Church   
May 31, 2009  

Neighbors in Need 
October 4, 2009  

Christmas Fund  
December 20, 2009 

Get Ready for Epiphany 

Many Christian denominations celebrate Epiphany 
each year on or near January 6. “Epiphany,” 
which means “showing forth,” celebrates the visit 
of the magi, or wise men, to the baby Jesus. 
These men, also known as kings, saw the star that 
led them to Bethlehem.   

The fact that these wise men were Gentiles, not 
Jews, teaches us an important theological lesson: 
Their search for the Savior shows that Jesus came 
for all people.   

In 1875, Philip Bliss wrote the hymn “The Light of 
the World Is Jesus.” The first stanza captures the 
meaning of Epiphany, a season of light:   

The whole world was lost  
In the darkness of sin,  
The Light of the world is Jesus!  
Like sunshine at noonday,  
His glory shone in.  
The Light of the world is Jesus! 

January 4  
Text: TBA 
Title:  TBA - Don Romberger, Guest Minister   
Tunes:  We Three Kings, As With Gladness Men of 
Old,  Go, Tell It on the Mountain    

January 11  
Text: TBA 
Title:  TBA 
Tunes:  One Small Child, Once in Royal David’s City, 
The First Noel    

January 18  
Text: TBA 
Title:  TBA 
Tunes:  Lead Me, Lord, Cleanse Me, I’ll Fly Away    

January 25 
Text: TBA 
Title:  TBA 
Tunes:  TBA  

Thank you 

  

Thank you to the people who helped cook 
and serve, those who m ade m onetary       
donat ions, and those who donated to The 
Caring Cupboard gifts for the dinner which 
was held on Saturday, Decem ber 6. A fun 
time was had by all!  

Christian Symbols 
Anchor Cross 

The anchor is a symbol of the Christian’s 
hope in Christ. “We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and se-
cure” (Hebrews 6:19, NIV). The early 
Christians used this cross during the days 
of persecution. They saw hope in the 
anchor’s cross, while non-Christians saw 
nothing but an anchor. 



Lectors :  Most Sundays are available.  Please 
check the sign-up sheet for openings 

Nursery :  ALL Sundays are available. Please 
check the sign-up sheet for openings. 

Tidings :  Thank you for your sponsorship. 

Greeters :  Doris Flory, Coordinator 

A great big thank you to all members who have 
participated with the above and to those who will 
participate in the future!   

PA G E 3 JA N U A R Y 2009 T I D I N G S 

  
Please feel free to sign up for one or more of the   
following to be a Trinity Worship HELPER!  

The sign-up sheets are located on the bulletin board 
near the church office.  

Bulletins :  Most Sundays are available.  Please 
check the sign-up sheet for openings  

Flowers :  Most Sundays are available.  Please check 
the sign-up sheet for openings  

NOTICE: 
2009 Sign Up Sheets   

2009 Sign Up Sheets 
are posted on the       

bulletin board outside 
the church office. 

Trinity Worship Information & Helpers for January: 


