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Who do people say that I am?” asked Jesus to his disciples.  A variety                    
         of answers came forth: a reanimated John the Baptist, Elijah, the         
         harbinger of the Messiah, one of the prophets brought back to life.  If             

this discussion had occurred on “Family Feud”, the emcee would     
probably say, “Good answer!” to all of these responses.  But then Jesus got very       
personal: “But who do you say that I am?”  Peter responded with his now famous    
profession: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” (Matthew 16:16)  

The “I am” construct to me is an echo from Moses’ encounter with God at the burning 
bush.  God got Moses’ attention and challenged him with a mission to liberate the 
Hebrew people from Egyptian slavery.  Moses tried to deflect the call, listing reasons 
why he, Moses, was not the best candidate for the task.  As it became apparent that 
God was not going to take Moses’ no for an answer, Moses finally went deep and 
long: “When I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”  Here 
Moses is probing for the depth of God for in that day and culture to know one’s name 
is to have power over that one.  What Moses is really doing is seeking leverage in the 
situation.  The answer he received is ambiguous: “And God said to Moses, ‘Ehyeh-
Asher-Ehyeh,’ God continued, ‘Thus shall you say to the Israelites: “Ehyeh sent me to 
you.””  

“Ehyeh” is the first person singular of the Hebrew verb “to be.”  The tense is not clear 
in the text.  It could mean “I am who I am” or “I shall be what I shall be.”  “Asher” is 
also not clearly defined by an exact English word.  It could mean “who” or “what”.  I 
think that it is clear that Moses’ attempt to gain some leverage over God by insisting 
that God divulge God’s name is thwarted by the ambiguity.  God will be what God 
will be.  God will become who God needs to become.  God cannot be confined to a 
box, even if that box is the human mind.  

The ramification for us as children of “I w ill be what I shall be” or “I w ill be what       
tomorrow demands” is tremendous, encompassing all of life.  Dare I suggest that as 
children of “I w ill become what/ who I need to become” we will also need to become 
what is needed.  For example, if an agency of healing is needed, we need to become 
that.  If a voice of justice is warranted, we need to lift up our voices.  If a maker of 
peace is required, we need to be peacemakers.  If we seek to serve “I am who I am” 
we need to be ready to surpass old conceptions and passé thought processes.  Thus 
our call to mission in the world becomes one of newness and excitement.  The 
Midrash, a compilation of sermons and exegesis of Biblical texts says this about God’s 
name: “While God is called by many names (some rabbis translate “Ehyeh-Asher-
Ehyeh” as “I am called what I am called), He is what He is by virtue of His deeds.  That                              
       is to say, you cannot really know Him until you experience Him in your own life.” 

  


