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<z | have always wondered about
’ @ﬁ complaining within the context of
2 . the church. According to the

‘#==. Biblical evidence, complaining has
been there for the very beginning of the
Christian experience. Judas, for example,
complained about the expensive jar of
ointment that the woman used to anoint
Jesus. Its use to anoint Jesus was a waste
since its value could have been used for
the advantage of the poor. Peter
adamantly railed against Jesus because he
did not like Jesus plan to continue to
Jerusalem. Notice, that Peter did not leave
the “church” because he had an issue with
the leader. No, it can be said that Peter
may have complained, but he stuck it out.
It has always been amazing to me when |
consider that Jesus said to Peter following
the latter's profession of faith at Caesarea
Philippi: “You are Peter (petros in Greek
which means “rock”), and on thisrock | will
build my church.” Jesus did not use perfect
people or people who thought they were
perfect to erect his church. Jesus used
common, ordinary people like you and me;
people who were fallible, each with his or
her own foibles. Complaining has been
part of the Christian experience from the
onset of the church. Everyone has done
his/her share.

Is there a *“cure” for complaining?
Perhaps if we would all acknowledge that
we all do it, and that it often contributesto
low morale, we'd help clear the air and
begin to “rehab’ from the path of chronic
complaining. Complaining can sap energy
from a group. Perhaps what we all need to
do is to acknowledge our culpability and

N

then, instead of complaining, reframe
our observations positively such as, “I
noticed that the Tidings lacked the
Consistory minutes’. It is important to
communicate important decisions that
are made at this monthly meeting. Is
there something | can do to help ensure
that the information is sent in a timely
manner?’ Or, a response might be: “It
must be very difficult for the Consistory
to carry on itsusual load of business with
five fewer members. Isthere something |
could do, like serving a term?’ “How can
| help to improve the flow of information
so that as many people as possible learn
about events instead of a select few?”

Reframing is more difficult than
complaining, but it does a better job in
solving the issues raised. | invite all of us
into the process of rehabbing from quick
to complain to ready and willing to help
out. It will make for a better life!

|l ATTENTI ON:

Summer Services:

From duly 6 through September 7,
our worship services will all be
combined at 9:00 AM. There was
a discussion concerning energy
costs, summer  attendances,
volunteers, & Summer Sunday
School, and  this motion was
made to address these items.
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/ JUuLYy & AuGuUsT 2008 TIDINGS

July 2008
Text - Title - Tunes:

July Response of Praise — Greater is He That is in Me

July 6 - 8th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Psalm 33, 1 Peter 2:9-16

Title: “One Nation, Under God” Rev. John C. Binkley
Tunes: One Nation under God Medley, Blessed the Nation
Special Music: 4-4-1

July 13—9th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Matthew 13:1-23

Title: “Let’s Talk Dirt” Rev. John C. Binkley

Tunes: | Will Sing of the Mercies, Down In My Heart, | Must Tell
Jesus, Take the Name of Jesus With You

Special Music: Donna Klinger

July 20— 10th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Title: “Those Pesky Weeds” Rev. John C. Binkley

Tunes: Something Beautiful, He's Everything to Me, Leaning on
the Everlasting Arms, Standing on the Promises

Special Music: Jean Gable

July 27—11th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Matthew 13:31-3, 44-53

Title: “Have You Understood All These Things?” Rev. John Binkley
Tunes: VBS songs with the kids, Be Thou My Vision, Open My Eyes,
That | May See

Special Music: David Rossetti

A\ Sunday S%og

From July 6 through September 7!
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August 2008
Text - Title - Tunes:

August Response of Praise —1 Will Trust in the Lord

August 3 - 12th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Psalm 145:8-9,14-21, Matthew 14:13-21

Title: "The God Who Fills" Rev. John C. Binkley

Tunes: Jesus, Name Above All Names, His Name is Life, Break
Thou The Bread of Life, Nothing But the Blood

Special Music: 4-4-1

August 10 - 13th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Genesis 37:12-28, Psalm 105:16-22, Matthew 14:22-33

Title: "God Sent a Man Ahead of Us" Rev. John C. Binkley

Tunes: Jesus, Name Above All Names, His Name is Life, Break Thou The

Bread of Life, Nothing But the Blood
Special Music: Sylvia Meyer, Lois Yohn, & Anna Yiengst

August 17 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Genesis 45:1-15, Romans 11:1-2a,29-32, Matthew 15:21-28
Title: Malice Towards None" Rev. John C. Binkley

Tunes: Behold, What Manner of Love, Majesty, They'll Know We Are
Christians By Our Love, There's a Wideness in God's Mercy

Special Music: Jean Gable

August 24 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost

Text: Exodus 3:1-15, Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28
Title: "The God Who Will Be" Rev. John C. Binkley

Tunes: His Name is Wonderful, There's Something About that Name,
The Love of God, To God Be the Glory

Special Music: Donna Klinger

August 31 - Hymn Sing Sunday

We will sing the congregation's top ten favorites. Most of the
service will be music with a brief message about the number one
hymn. The people will have until August 17 to select their
favorites.

PLEASE SEE BELOW l /

Our next "Hymn Sng
Py Qunday" will be August

H mnSm% 31. We will sing the ten
ugust 31! top favorites that are

TOP 10: HYMN SELECTIONSWITH MY FAVORTE HYMN BEGIN-
NING AT #1. Please cut and send to the church office by

Sunday, August 17.

chosen by the congregation. From now 1.
until August 17, you are invited to list -

: 2.
your top ten favorite hymns. Snce we :
have had a hymn sing dedicated to - 3,
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany themes :
and Lent and Easter themes, these 4.
hymns selected ought to be of a general : 5
nature. An example of such a hymn :
might be "Blessed Assurance”. Try to 6.
select hymns that are general in nature, : .

not specially tied to a particular season of -
the church year. Snce we will be singing 8.

the top ten on August 31, there will be a

brief message about the number one ;
and an abbreviated liturgy. 10.
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Please feel free to sign up for one or
more of the following to be a Trinity
Worship HELPER (list as of June
23).

The sign-up sheets are located on
the bulletin board near the church
office.

Bulletins : July 13; November 2

Flowers : July 13; August 10;
September 28; November 9, 23, 30;
December 21, 28

Greeters : Doris Flory, Coordinator
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Lectors (9:00): Most Sundays are
available. Please check the sign-up

sheet for openings

Nursery : ALL Sundays are available.
Please check the sign-up sheet for
openings.

Tidings :
ship.

Thank you for your sponsor-

A great big thank you to all members
who have participated with the above
and to those who will participate in the
future!

Monthly Worship Helpers for the Month of July

Consistory
Tellers - Committee B

Joan Clark, Burt Hunt, Gary
Mastrangelo, Reuel Ryman,
Joann Teahl

Flower Volunteers Hymns & Candles Ushers
Dave Deibler, Jim & Vicki Nice,
Cookie Barto Lee Gensler Douglas Rodney, Marvin

JoAnn Teahl

Ryman, Reuel Ryman, Bud

Seavers




