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By now all the hoopla over the Pennsylvania primary is over.  We have 
certainly been inundated with sound bytes and video clips from a      
variety of places including Trinity United Church of Christ- the one in 
Chicago.  Those who have been looking for any reason to sever ties 

with the denomination were quick to point the finger and raise their voices, 
which they have every right to do.  They have every right to say the things they 
said as the now retired pastor of Trinity UCC, Chicago had to say the things he 
did within the context of his own church business.  People, including pastors 
have the freedom to speak their minds in the UCC, even when they may be 
wrong and what they say may sound offensive to others elsewhere.  

In the United Church of Christ we practice local autonomy.  The local church is 
the determiner of its own faith and order.  I do not have the right to prohibit the 
speech of the pastor at Trinity, Chicago, and the pastor at Trinity, Chicago has 
no right to seek to ban what I might have to say.  One of the tenets of the       
Reformed tradition has been the freedom of the pulpit, i.e. there is no select 
committee that provides the ministers with what to say and how to say it.  We 
witnessed that kind of behavior during the time of the Soviet Union, when 
church affairs came under the auspices of the state, and the thought police 
were active to make sure everyone, including priests and pastors toed the party 
line.  

One of the potential problems in a society constructed on the right of free 
speech is that someone somewhere might say something that sounds             
incendiary, obnoxious, offensive, and even traitorous to many people.  Someone 
once remarked, “I might not agree with what you have to say, but I w ill defend 
to the death your right to say it.”  I think that this statement accurately expresses 
the thoughts of the founders of this country when they included the freedoms 
of speech and assembly in the Bill of Rights.  

Perhaps we need to develop a clearing house within the national church that 
w ill serve to screen sermons, personal letters of church leaders, or statements of 
opinion on social matters in order to spare us from any thing thought-
provoking, confrontational, or unpopular.  Or maybe we should develop a “no 
fly zone” among certain topics including but not limited to immigration,         
personal rights, issues pertaining to war, ecology, “green politics”, science and 
religion, religion and politics, gender issues, etc. Perhaps we could limit           
discussion to the weather; however, that could also prove contentious as one 
person’s ideal temperature is another person’s “too hot” or “too cold.” 
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Lay Readers Needed:  

A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board 
near the c hurc h offic e if you would like to    
reserve a day {you may signup for more than 
one (1) day} to serve as lec tor for the 8:00 AM 
and 10:15 AM Worship.  Thank you.     

Special Mission Offerings:  

Strengthen the Church   
May 11, 2008 

Ma y 2 0 0 8 
T e x t - T i t l e - T u n e s : 

May Response of Praise – Bless His Holy Name   

May 4  
Text: TBA 
Title: PACC Pulpit Exchange - Rev. Dr. John Merkel  
Tunes:   The Bond of Love, The Family of God , Blessed    
Assurance, What a Friend We Have in Jesus    

May 11 – 9:00 AM – Pentecost Sunday - Mother's Day  
Text: Numbers 11:24-30, Acts 2:1-21, John 7:37-39 
Title: "Channels of Life" Rev. John C. Binkley    
Tunes:  Sweet, Sweet Spirit, Spirit of the Living God, Spirit of 
God, Descend Upon My Heart, Pentecostal Power    

May 18 – Trinity Sunday  
Text: TBA 
Title: The Rev. Marja Coons, Guest Speaker 
Tunes:  Behold, What Manner of Love, Father, I Adore You, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Praise Ye the Triune God    

May 25 - 2nd Sunday After Pentecost 
Text: Isaiah 49:8-16a, 1 Corinthians 4:1-5, Matthew 6:24-34 
Title: “Seeking God’s Way”  Rev. John C. Binkley    
Tunes:  Seek Ye First, Cast All My Cares, O for a Heart to 
Praise My God, Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   

 

Congregational Meeting:  

  

Planned for May 11th immediately after 9:00 AM     
combined worship service.  

Topic:  Repair options/plans for flat roof. 
Location:  Fellowship Hall.  

Will plan to post further details in 4/27 & 5/4 bulletins. 

Three Interwoven Circles  

Each circle in this symbol represents one 
of the Persons of the Holy Trinity — the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The 

circles, having no beginning and no end, signify the 
Trinity’s eternal nature. The circles’ interlacing sym-
bolizes unity. In the center is a triangle, an ancient 
symbol of the Trinity.  

Ascension Day  

Forty days after each Easter, many Christians around 
the world celebrate the Ascension. It’s the day when 
the resurrected Jesus was raised up from the earth into 
heaven. The Ascension is the prelude to Pentecost, 
when the Holy Spirit came upon a gathering of people, 
including the apostles, in Jerusalem.   

The Ascension is more important than many Christians 
realize. In his human body, Christ could be in only one 
place at a time. The risen Christ, however, can be   
spiritually present in any place at any time.  

WOMEN'S GUILD:   Help is needed.  There are openings 
for President, Vice President, and Treasurer.  Anyone   
interested in these positions or interested in helping in 
another capacity is asked to contact JoAnn Teahl.       

EFFECTIVE June 2 through September 12  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

1/2 Hour Lunch:  12:30 PM  

Not In Office: 
Monday, Thursday 



Lectors  (8 & 10:15):                           
May 18, 25; and the rest of the year! 

Nursery : ALL Sundays are available. 
Please check out the sign-up sheet for 
openings. 

Tidings :  June  

A great big thank you to all members 
who have participated with the above 
and to those who will participate in the 
future!    
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Monthly Worship Helpers for the Month of May 

Consistory 
Tellers - Committee B 

 

 Flower Volunteers 

  

Hymns & Candles 

 

Ushers 

 

Joan Clark, Burt Hunt, Gary Mas-
trangelo, Reuel Ryman, Joann 
Teahl    

 

Rachel Goudy  

Fran Kreiser      

  

Bud Seavers      

Brian Hoerner, Roy 
Kreiser, Dave Lehman, 
John Lehman, Charles 
Reed, Del Skinner, 
Zach Warlow 

Please feel free to sign up for one or 
more of the following to be a Trinity 
Worship HELPER (list as of April 17).    

The sign-up sheets are located on the 
bulletin board near the church office.  

Bulletins : June 22; July 13;  
November 2  

Flowers : June 8, 29, July 13; August 
10; September 28; November 23, 30; 
December 21, 28 

Greeters :  Doris Flory, Coordinator 

Date Acolytes Bulletin         
Sponsors 

Flower          
Sponsors 

Greeters Lectors                
(8 & 10:15 ) 

Nursery 

 May 4 Gage Hermanson Del & Fern       
Skinner 

The Bell Family (In 
memory of Hazel 
Light) 

8 AM               
Dorothy Bower 

10:15 AM        
Frank & Brynn 
McCurdy 

Donna Klinger OPEN 

 May 11 
9 AM  
Worship  

Congrega-
tional Mtg. 

Nancy Curry Tom & Adrienne 
Bell 

The Seavers    
Family                 
(In memory of our 
wonderful 
mother Sarah S. 
Seavers) 

9 AM                
Jody Brightbill   

David Rossetti OPEN 

 May 18 Natalie Fern Don & Arlie Miller John & Beverly 
Summers  (In     
loving memory of 
James) 

8 AM               
Virginia Hoffman 

10:15 AM        
Merle & Beverly 
Bell 

Open OPEN 

 May 25 Tori Bechtel Sam Miller          
(In memory of my 
wife Phyllis) 

Cliff & Dorothy 
Stechman           
(In honor of our 
63rd Wedding 
Anniversary) 

8 AM              
Reuel, Katy      
Ryman & Family 

10:15 AM        
Samuel & Marilyn  
Brightbill 

OPEN OPEN 


