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By now all the hoopla over the Pennsylvania primary is over.  We have 
certainly been inundated with sound bytes and video clips from a      
variety of places including Trinity United Church of Christ- the one in 
Chicago.  Those who have been looking for any reason to sever ties 

with the denomination were quick to point the finger and raise their voices, 
which they have every right to do.  They have every right to say the things they 
said as the now retired pastor of Trinity UCC, Chicago had to say the things he 
did within the context of his own church business.  People, including pastors 
have the freedom to speak their minds in the UCC, even when they may be 
wrong and what they say may sound offensive to others elsewhere.  

In the United Church of Christ we practice local autonomy.  The local church is 
the determiner of its own faith and order.  I do not have the right to prohibit the 
speech of the pastor at Trinity, Chicago, and the pastor at Trinity, Chicago has 
no right to seek to ban what I might have to say.  One of the tenets of the       
Reformed tradition has been the freedom of the pulpit, i.e. there is no select 
committee that provides the ministers with what to say and how to say it.  We 
witnessed that kind of behavior during the time of the Soviet Union, when 
church affairs came under the auspices of the state, and the thought police 
were active to make sure everyone, including priests and pastors toed the party 
line.  

One of the potential problems in a society constructed on the right of free 
speech is that someone somewhere might say something that sounds             
incendiary, obnoxious, offensive, and even traitorous to many people.  Someone 
once remarked, “I might not agree with what you have to say, but I w ill defend 
to the death your right to say it.”  I think that this statement accurately expresses 
the thoughts of the founders of this country when they included the freedoms 
of speech and assembly in the Bill of Rights.  

Perhaps we need to develop a clearing house within the national church that 
w ill serve to screen sermons, personal letters of church leaders, or statements of 
opinion on social matters in order to spare us from any thing thought-
provoking, confrontational, or unpopular.  Or maybe we should develop a “no 
fly zone” among certain topics including but not limited to immigration,         
personal rights, issues pertaining to war, ecology, “green politics”, science and 
religion, religion and politics, gender issues, etc. Perhaps we could limit           
discussion to the weather; however, that could also prove contentious as one 
person’s ideal temperature is another person’s “too hot” or “too cold.” 
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