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One of the most majestic engineering 
feats of the past one hundred years is the 
Hoover Dam.  This structure has been 
called one of the modern wonders of the 
world.  Another large dam is the Grand 
Coulee Dam. As a younger man I         
enjoyed fishing off the fishing pier of the 
Safe Harbor Dam, which along with the 
Holtwood Dam and the Conowingo 
Dam is along the southern stretch of the 
Susquehanna River.       

We have had many dams built across 
streams in this area.  Some efforts have 
been made in recent years to dismantle 
some of these dams.  They have outlived 
their usefulness and some have actually 
become safety hazards.  As a fisherman, I 
have learned to respect these structures 
and to exercise care when fishing in the 
vicinity of one of these dams.       

There is one dam that is by far the 
most dangerous of all and it still remains 
dangerous even though countless      
people over countless years have tried 
everything in their power to dismantle 
this type of dam.  The dam is called the “I 
Don’t Give-a-Dam” and it threatens the 
lives of many a church.  We have recently 
experienced it here at Trinity.  It is the 
underlying reason why we are five     
people short on consistory and why we 
have experienced declining attendance 
at worship.  So you don’t like the pastor, 
the songs, the liturgy, etc: these are the 
wrong reasons to come to church in the 
first place. Hopefully folks come to 
church because they genuinely want to      
worship and thank a loving God who 
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Sam Miller (In memory 
of my wife Phyllis)   
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April 14, 2008   
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